Secret Agent Jack Stalwart 11
Listening Comprehension

Destination: Japan

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Nippon is the name of Japan’s currency.



2. Japanese people eat their food with chopsticks.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What is bushido?

a) It is the way of the warrior.

b) It is a kind of Japanese sword.

c) It is a Japanese religion.

4. What is the most famous Japanese sword?

a) samurai

b) katana

c) yen

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. The Japanese flag is white with a red circle in the middle, symbolizing the rising sun.

Chapter 1: The Madame

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. The woman in the middle of the room was wearing a pretty kimono.



2. Four men standing before the woman were dressed only in black.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What is true about Madame Midori?

a) She was wearing lots of makeup and a black veil.

b) She held on to her baton, which was fixed to her side.

c) Her eyelids were covered with the glittery green powder.

4. What did Madame Midori tell the men to do?

a) claim her treasures

b) give her treasures

c) buy her treasures


Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. As Madame Midori brought her head forward, she smiled with smug satisfaction.

Chapter 2: The First Ninja

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Ninja number one went to a house on the ground floor.


2. Mr. Taka had one of the best private art collections.


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. How did ninja number one know the layout of Mr. Taka’s house?

a) He had visited it the previous day.

b) Madame Midori showed him the layout.

c) He had lived there in the past.

4. How did ninja number one get into Mr. Taka’s house?

a) He used his teeth to cut a nylon rope to the window.


b) He used a long rope with a metal claw to crawl over the window.

c) He used the wooden window frame to cut a nylon rope.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Mr. Taka had amassed so much money that he had started to buy priceless works of art.

Chapter 3: The First Theft

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. The ninjas were stealing four national treasures at the same time.


2. The safe was hidden behind the fake painting on the wall.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What was in the safe?

a) money

b) gold


c) a sword

4. What happened when ninja number one yanked the metal claw?

a) It landed on the ground silently. 

b) It got stuck in the window, so he couldn’t take it with him.

c) It made a sharp pinging noise and woke Mrs. Taka.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. The safe was soon deactivated and the door to it popped open with a click.

Chapter 4: The Warrior

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack was watching a movie called The Samurai in his bedroom.



2. Jack read that the samurais wore armor and used katanas in the book.


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did several small pieces that Wizzy coughed mean?

a) They meant an island chain.



b) They meant that Jack had to put the pieces together.

c) They meant that Jack had to go to more than one country.

4. What did Jack see in his backpack?

a) There was nothing in it.

b) Only his usual gadgets were there.

c) There were some new gadgets.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Jack saw a picture of the katana, a long and sharp sword that belonged to a great samurai ruler.  

Chapter 5: The Commander

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. The man dressed in a smart suit spoke in English.





2. Jack met Prime Minister Ito of Japan in a room full of Japanese policemen. 


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. When were the four treasures stolen?

a) It was within ten minutes of each other

b) It was within half an hour of each other

c) It was within an hour of each other

4. What did Jack say about the sword that was stolen?

a) It was made in the fifteenth century.

b) It was the most valuable treasure.

c) It was easy to replace.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. It was customary to take off your shoes in a Japanese house. 

Chapter 6: The Sobbing Man

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Mr. Taka was in a smart suit, and was sobbing badly.


2. Mr. Taka saw a dark shadow in the garden.




Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did Chief Ito tell Jack?

a) He told Jack that there were no clues.

b) He told Jack that they found a fingerprint.

c) He told Jack that he thought Mrs. Taka had stolen the sword.

4. What did Jack want to do?

a) He wanted to visit the police station.

b) He wanted to check the grounds.

c) He wanted to travel with Chief Ito.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Mr. Taka was still in his pajamas, and was sobbing uncontrollably into his hand.

Chapter 7: The Lead

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack saw some messy footprints beneath the window.



2. Jack found a business card on top of the wall.




Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What was written on the card?

a) The Golden Bear

b) The Golden Dog

c) The Golden Duck

4. What did Chief Ito tell Jack he thought the words meant?

a) He told Jack that he thought it was a karaoke club.

b) He told Jack that he thought it was a restaurant.

c) He told Jack that he thought it was a hotel.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Jack tried to make sense of the Japanese characters scribbled on the note.

Chapter 8: The Route

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack used his Watch Phone to figure out how long it would take him to get to The Golden Duck.









2. Jack did not need the power of his Flyboard, so he pulled out something less robust, the Scatta-Scooter.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. How fast was the Scatta-Scooter?

a) It could go 15 miles per hour.

b) It could go 50 miles per hour.

c) It could go 150 miles per hour.

4. Where did Jack put the Noggin Mold?

a) in his backpack

b) on the scooter

c) on his head

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Jack snapped the Scatta-Scooter together and took off.

Chapter 9: The Club

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack thought Tokyo was an exciting city.



2. Jack got to The Golden Duck at dinnertime. 



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did the old man do on stage?

a) He danced.

b) He made some jokes.

c) He sang a song.

4. Who went on stage after the old man?

a) Jack Stalwart


b) Madame Midori

c) Chief Ito

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Madame Midori lapped up the audience’s applause and thanked them all for coming.

Chapter 10: The Fateful Meeting

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack wanted to get Madame Midori’s autograph.



2. Jack told Madame Midori about the piece of paper he found.


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did Madame Midori suggest?

a) She suggested that Jack should come visit her at her place.



b) She suggested that Jack should sing a song on stage.



c) She suggested that Jack should try a squid steak.
4. What did Jack think he could do for a few minutes before heading to Madame Midori’s home?

a) He thought he could go on stage and sing a song.

b) He thought he could use his Map Mate to look around the city. 

c) He thought he could collect his thoughts and prepare a thorough list of questions.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. It would take Jack only ten minutes to arrive there, so he had some time to kill.

Chapter 11: The Decision

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Madame Midori was really angry because of Jack.




2. Madame Midori blamed ninja number one for his clumsiness.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. How did Madame Midori go home?

a) She took the bus.

b) She drove her car.

c) She rode in a taxi.

4. Who did Madame Midori call?

a) Mr. Taka


b) the ninja gang

c) Chief Ito

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Madame Midori thought that Jack and his snooping had to be stopped.

Chapter 12: The Fugu

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Madame Midori’s home was simple and pretty.




2. Jack couldn’t find any photos in Madame Midori’s House. 


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did Jack do with the tea that he was given?

a) He drank it up, and asked for the second cup of tea.

b) He refused to drink it. 

c) He sipped it, but didn’t like the taste of it.

4. Why did Madame Midori not have any fugu?

a) She was full.

b) She was allergic to it.

c) She did not have enough for two people.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Using chopsticks, Jack grabbed the fleshy meat and bit into the fugu.

Chapter 13: The Poison

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack ate some poison from the puffer snake in Madame Midori’s home.


2. Jack’s lips and tongue started to tingle soon after he ate the fugu.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did Jack do to make himself better?

a) He swallowed a pill.

b) He gave himself a shot.

c) He called an ambulance.

4. What did Jack have difficulty doing?

a) talking

b) breathing

c) thinking

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Madame Midori told Jack that the poison of the fugu would paralyze his muscles and soon he would stop breathing. 

Chapter 14: The Recovery

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack called Chief Ito and spoke with him.




2. Jack couldn’t see what the ninjas were doing inside the house. 


Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did the ninjas tell Madame Midori about Jack?

a) They told her that Jack was not there.

b) They told her that they found him.

c) They told her that Jack was getting better.

4. What did Jack use to catch two ninjas?

a) He made them eat fugu.


b) He flung a net towards the two ninjas.



c) He put handcuffs around their hands.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Storming back into the house, she went about overseeing the remaining packing. 

Chapter 15: The Second Round

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack ran away from the ninjas but tripped on a stone.



2. One of the ninjas grabbed Jack’s arm.





Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. Where did Jack kick the first ninja?

a) in the knee

b) in the hand

c) in the nose

4. What did Jack do to the second ninja?

a) He caught the ninja with the Net Tosser.

b) He punched the ninja in the face.

c) He kicked the ninja in the gut.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. After all, two adult men against one boy were pretty tough odds.

Chapter 16: The Moves

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack used a “side drop” on a ninja.




2. The second ninja was good at judo.




Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. How did Jack give himself a chance to get away from the ninjas?

a) He temporarily blinded them with his Watch Phone.



b) He used a side drop again on them.



c) He kicked them in their guts.

4. How did Jack escape from the ninjas?

a) He ran to the police.

b) He jumped over the fence.

c) He climbed up to the roof.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Jack was going to have to think of a distraction to get out of their clutches.

Chapter 17: The Traps

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. Jack dropped some green dust on one ninja.



2. Gluey Goo was a very sticky kind of glue.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What happened to the two ninjas?

a) They were stuck in their tracks.

b) They fell off the roof.

c) They ran away from Jack.

4. What did ninja number one step out of to run away?

a) his socks

b) his shirt

c) his shoes

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. Ninja number one was hopping mad, but he could not get free.

Chapter 18: The Chief Again

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. The effects of the dust lasted for one hour.



2. Spraying oil on the glue released the ninjas.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did ninja number one shout at Jack?

a) “You’re in big trouble!”

b) “I’m going to get you!”

c) “It wasn’t my fault!”

4. What did Jack do to Madame Midori as he passed by her?

a) He winked at her.



b) He bowed and said good bye.



c) He shook hands with her.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. The ninja goons were eventually scooped up and carried away.

Chapter 19: The Starry Wish

Listen to the sentences and check True or False.

1. A copy of the book called ‘The Samurai’ was on Jack’s bed.




2. There were some pictures of Jack’s family including Max on the ceiling.



Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.

3. What did Jack and Max do with the stars that were given to them by their dad?

a) They put them on their dad’s car.

b) They put them on the ceiling by taking turns. 


c) They put them on their bedside tables.

4. What did Jack wish for?

a) He wished for a clue about his brother.

b) He wished for there to be no more criminals.

c) He wished for a break from being a secret agent.

Listen to the sentence twice and fill in the blanks.

5. With any luck, the critical information that may give Jack another clue about Max was around the corner. 

