Minstrel in the Tower
by Gloria Skurzynski

Chapter 1

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓒ  3. ⓔ   4. ⓓ   5. ⓐ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. cottage  

2. whistled

3. imitate

4. grave

5. minstrel

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓑ   4. ⓑ   5. ⓐ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓓ   3. ⓐ   1. ⓑ   2. ⓑ

	Think & Write
	-When: It is 1195;  years after the crusade ended. Roger, Alice, and their mother are waiting for their father to come home.

- Who: Roger, Alice, their mother and  Zara

- Where: At the families cottage

- What: She is very sick and dying.

- Why: They are going to find their uncle and bring him back to see their mother.

- What: A musical instrument called a lute.

	Summarize
	


Chapter 2

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓔ   4. ⓒ   5. ⓓ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. brook

2. Pilgrims

3. minstrel

4. imitate

5. wretched

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓓ   4. ⓑ   5. ⓐ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓐ   1. ⓑ   2. ⓒ

	Think & Write
	-How does he look? He’s 11 years old.

- How does he act? He tries to watch out for his sister. He’s good at bird calls and he can imitate people’s voices. He plays the lute and sings well. 

- What does he think & say? He often worries about his sister. She climbs too high in the trees. He’s afraid of heights.

- What do others’ think and feel towards him? An old woman thought he looked like a tatterdemalion with shabby clothes and dirty face. 

	Summarize
	Roger and Alice were on a journey to find their uncle. They had walked a long time and they were hungry. After they ate dinner together, Roger played the lute and sang.


Chapter 3

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓓ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓓ   4. ⓒ   5. ⓐ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. forked 

2. petals

3. blundered

4. loomed

5. eerie

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓑ   4. ⓒ   5. ⓑ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓒ   1. ⓓ   2. ⓓ

	Think & Write
	- Roger and Alice came to a fork in the road. They didn’t know which way to go to their uncle’s house. They took the wrong road.

- It was dark so Roger and Alice decide to stop walking and camp for the night Roger played the lute to help Alice sleep.

- The song Roger played reminded him of his father. Roger’s father joined a crusade led by two kings: Philip of France and Richard of Aquitaino. Roger never saw his father again.

	Summarize
	


Chapter 4

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓒ    2. ⓑ   3. ⓓ  4. ⓐ   5. ⓔ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. barbarians  

2. archers

3. filthy

4. hurling

5. raggedy

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓒ   4. ⓑ   5. ⓒ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓓ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓐ   1. ⓐ   2. ⓑ

	Think & Write
	- The next morning Roger and Alice found a tower near their camp. They went inside to look around.

- Two criminals, Simon and Odo, walked towards the tower. They caught Roger and Alice. Simon and Odo forced the children to be their servants.

- Alice cooked and Roger looked for firewood. Simon then asked Roger to sing for him. The sing Roger sang made Simon very happy. He had a plan how to use the children to make him and Odo rich.

	Summarize
	


Chapter 5

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓑ   4. ⓔ   5. ⓓ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. budged 

2. baron

3. ransom

4. empty-handed

5. collapse

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓑ   4. ⓐ   5. ⓑ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓒ   1. ⓓ   2. ⓓ

	Think & Write
	- Simon told Odo he used to work for a baron named Lord Raimond. He said the baron had a sister. Lord Raimond did not agree with her marriage, so the sister ran away. Roger and Alice are the children of Lord Raimond’s sister.

- Odo and Simon planned to use Roger and Alice to get money from the baron.

- Roger and Alice had their own plan. Alice escape while Roger stayed in the tower. He used his talent of imitating people’s voices to fool Odo and Simon. They thought Alice was still in the tower.


	Summarize
	


Chapter 6

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓔ   2. ⓐ  3. ⓑ   4. ⓓ   5. ⓒ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. niece  

2. moat

3. famished

4. illness

5. lute

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓒ   2. ⓑ   3. ⓒ   4. ⓓ   5. ⓐ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓒ   2. ⓓ   3. ⓓ   1. ⓑ   2. ⓓ

	Think & Write
	- Alice is the daughter of Lady Blancher. Alice and her mother have the same blue eyes.

- Lady Blanche owns a lute. There’s a picture of a blue eagle soaring on the lute. It has an arrow in its beak.

- Alice sang the first line of her mother’s song. “My brother is a noble knight…” 

	Summarize
	


Chapter 7

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓒ   3. ⓔ   4. ⓓ   5. ⓐ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. whistle

2. splutters

3. tower

4. lute

5. astride

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓑ   4. ⓑ   5. ⓐ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓑ   1. ⓓ   2. ⓑ

	Think & Write
	- The characters: Roger, Alice, the Baron and his knight, Simon and Odo

- The Setting: near the tower

- The Plot 1: Alice, the Baron, and his knights tried to find the tower, but they were lost. Alice told the Baron to whistle were lost. Alice told the Baron to whistle a nightingale’s song. Roger heard and echoed the song. 

-  The Plot 2: Alice and the Baron found Roger. They also found the lute hidden high in an oak tree. Roger wanted to overcome his fear of heights by climbing the tree and getting the lute.

	Summarize
	


Chapter 8

	Vocabulary I
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓓ   3. ⓒ   4. ⓐ   5. ⓔ

	Vocabulary II
	Answers will vary.

	Vocabulary in Context
	1. mercy

2. embrace

3. chateau

4. strides

5. heir

	Comprehension Check
	1. ⓑ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓐ   4. ⓒ   5. ⓐ

	Synonyms & Antonyms
	1. ⓐ   2. ⓐ   3. ⓐ   1. ⓐ   2. ⓑ

	Think & Write
	- The characters: Roger, Alice, the baron

- Places: a cottage/ Time: 1195, three years after the crusade

- The Plot: Alice, Roger and the baron went to the cottage to see their mother.

- End of Story: The Baron asked the family to live together with him in his chateau. He also made Roger his heir.- 

	Summarize
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