A-Z Mysteries

The Absent Author


Chapter 1

1. Who was coming to Green Lawn? (p3)

a.
a famous mystery writer
b.
a famous sports player

c.
a famous scientist

2. Why was Wallis Wallace coming to Green Lawn? (p3)

a.
Because he wanted to live there.
b.
Because he wanted a holiday.
c.
Because Dink invited him.
3. Where did Wallis Wallace live? (p4)

a.
in a forest in Miami

b.
in a cottage in Montana

c.
in a castle in Maine
4. Where was Wallis Wallace supposed to sign books? (p10)

a.
at the Book Nook
b.
at the library

c.
at the school

5. Who was the owner of the bookstore? (p10)

a.
Mr. Howard

b.
Mr. Paskey
c.
Mr. Duncan

Chapter 2

1. Who were the children waiting for? (p12)

a.
Dink’s mother

b.
Officer Fallon

c.
Wallis Wallace
2. Why was Mr. Paskey sweaty and nervous? (p13)

a.   Because Wallis Wallace was late.
b.
Because it was a hot summer’s day.
c.
Because he lost his money.
3. Why did all the children get up and leave the Book Nook? (p16)

a.
Because Mr. Paskey told them to leave.
b.
Because Wallis Wallace didn’t arrive.
c.
Because it was time for school.
4. What did Dink think happened to Wallis Wallace? (p17)

a.
He thought he was lost.
b.
He thought he was kidnapped.
c.
He thought he left Green Lawn.
Chapter 3
1. Who did the kids speak to outside the Book Nook? (p20)

a.
Mr. Paskey’s wife

b.
Mavis Green
c.
the cleaning lady

2. What did Mavis Green receive from Wallis Wallace? (p21)

a.
a copy of his new book

b.
a letter
c.
a new pen

3. What did Wallis Wallace tell Mavis Green in the letter? (p21)

a.
He thought someone was following him.
b.
He hadn’t finished his book.
c.
He wasn’t coming to Green Lawn.
4. What was on the paper that Mr. Paskey took out of his desk? (p26)

a.
Wallis Wallace’s itinerary
b.
Wallis Wallace’s phone number

c.
Wallis Wallace’s address

Chapter 4

1. Where did Dink call from Ellie’s Diner? (p32)

a.
the library

b.
the pet store

c.
the airport
2. What was the name of the taxi service that met Wallis Wallace? (p33)

a.
Lawrence Taxi Service
b.
Duncan Taxi Service

c.
Green Lawn Taxi Service

3. At what time did Maureen Higgins pick up Wallis Wallace? (p38)

a.
five o’clock

b.
six o’clock

c.
seven o’clock
4. Where did Maureen drive Wallis Wallace? (p38)

a.
to the Book Nook

b.
to the Shangri-la Hotel
c.
to the police station

5. Why did Maureen Higgins think that Wallis Wallace was strange? (p37)

a.
Because he never stopped talking.
b.
Because he didn’t say a word.
c.
Because he sang all the time.
Chapter 5

1. Who was the man behind the counter in the hotel? (p41)

a.
Mr. Linkletter
b.
Mr. Higgins

c.
Mr. Wallace

2. At what time did Wallis Wallace check into the hotel? (p43)

a.
7.55 pm

b.
8.05 pm
c.
8.30 pm

3. Which room was Wallis Wallace staying in? (p44)

a.
Room 303
b.
Room 304

c.
Room 305

4. According to the hotel register, what happened at 8:15 pm? (p45)

a.
The hotel closed.
b.
Wallis Wallace left the hotel.
c.
Someone checked into room 302.
5. Why couldn’t the children read the signature? (p46)

a.
Because it was smudged.
b.
Because it wasn’t in English.
c.
Because it was too small.
Chapter 6

1. Why couldn’t the children go up and check Wallis Wallace’s room? (p47)

a.
Because Room 302 had a new guest.

b.
Because the maid was cleaning it.

c.
Because Mr. Linkletter said there were rules at the Shangri-La.
2. What did the man in the red cap give to Dink? (p49)

a.
a picture of the kidnapper

b.
a note with the maid’s name on it
c.
a map of where to find Wallis Wallace

3. How did Ruth Rose know Olivia Nugent? (p50)

a.
Olivia was her teacher.
b.
Olivia used to be her babysitter.
c.
Olivia was her best friend.
4. Why didn’t Livvy clean Room 302? (p52)

a.
Because there was a Do Not Disturb sign on the door.
b.   Because Mr. Linkletter told her not to.
c.
Because she forgot.
Chapter 7

1. Where did the children’s trail lead them to? (p60)

a.
the police station

b.
the post office

c.
the Shangri-La 
2. What did Ruth Rose read on the back cover of her book? (p61)

a.
Wallis Wallace’s favorite color was green.
b.
Wallis Wallace’s favorite color was pink.
c.
Wallis Wallace’s favorite color was white.
3. What was the name of Wallis Wallace’s castle? (p62)

a.
Creepy Castle

b.
Moose Manor
c.
Green Garden

4. Why didn’t Dink answer his mother’s question? (p64)

a.
Because he was angry with her.
b.
Because he didn’t want to lie to her.
c.
Because his mouth was full of food.
Chapter 8

1. What did Dink notice on Mavis’s scarf? (p67)

a.
tiny M’s 
b.
little bees

c.
money signs

2. Where did the children think Wallis Wallace was? (p67)

a.
on the third floor of the Shangri-La
b.
at the Book Nook

c.
at Lawrence’s Taxi Service

3. Who was in Room 303? (p70)
      a.   Wallis Wallace 

      b.   Mr. Paskey

      c.   No one
4. What did the children hear outside Room 302? (p71)

a.
a cat crying

b.
music

c.
someone yelling “Help!”
Chapter 9

1. What did they find in room 302? (p72)

a.
a man tied to a chair
b.
a cat stuck in the bathroom
c.
a chest full of money

2. Who did the man say he was? (p74)

a.
a prince

b.
Mr. Linkletter

c.
Wallis Wallace
3. Did Ruth Rose believe that the man was Wallis Wallace? (75)

a.
Yes.
b.
No.
c.   We don’t know.

4. Who did Ruth Rose say was the real Wallis Wallace? (p75)

a.
Mr. Linkletter

b.
Mavis Green
c.
Dink

Chapter 10

1. What picture did Ruth Rose see on Mavis’s bag? (p77)

a.
a penguin

b.
a moose
c.
a duck

2. Who was the man in the chair? (p78)

a.
Wallis Wallace’s husband

b.
Wallis Wallace’s friend

c.
Wallis Wallace’s brother
3. Why did Wallis Wallace pretend to be kidnapped? (p79)

a.
Because it was a new idea for her book.
b.
Because she wanted to upset the children.
c.
Because she wanted to be in the newspaper.
4. Who knew the secret about Wallis Wallace’s kidnapping? (p83)

a.
Mr. Linkletter

b.
Mr. Paskey
c.
Josh

5. What was Wallis Wallace going to do for her three new friends? (p86-87)
a.
give them money

b.
dedicate her new book to them
c.
invite them to Maine

Dictation
1. Dink pulled the letter out of his pocket. He read it out loud while he walked. 
2. Mr. Paskey smiled bravely, but his eyes were blinking like crazy through his thick glasses. 
3.  “If he’s the most famous mystery writer in the world, he must be rich, right?” Josh said. 
4. Dink looked at Mavis. “Would you like to come with us? We can walk there in five minutes.” 

5. “But the signature is all smudged,” Dink said. “I can’t read the name.” 

6. “He told us you cleaned the rooms on the third floor this morning,” Dink said. 
7. When not writing, the author likes to work in the garden. Naturally, his favorite color is green. 
8. They moved to Room 302, where a Do Not Disturb sign still hung on the doorknob. 
9. Dink ran behind the chair to untie the man’s hands while Josh untied his feet. 
10. She nodded. “Yes, and I mentioned the word ‘kidnap’ in the letter to get you thinking along those lines.” 

